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1 INTRODUCTION 

 
1.1 This report sets out the progress achieved to date by the working groups of the 

Environment, Culture and Communities Overview and Scrutiny Panel. 
 
 

2 SUGGESTED ACTION 
 

2.1 That this update report be noted. 
 
 

3 SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
 
Supporting People Programme 
 

3.1 The Supporting People Working Group met on 22 February 2010 to undertake its 
annual review of progress against the Supporting People action plan.  The Working 
Group concentrated on monitoring performance against the key lines of enquiry used 
by the Audit Commission when assessing the Supporting People Programme.  The 
Working Group will meet again on 13 April to complete its review work before 
reporting its findings in due course. 
 
Housing and Council Tax Benefit Service Improvement Plan 
 

3.2 The response of the Executive to this review was received by the Panel at its meeting 
held on 8 December 2009.  The Working Group has subsequently reconvened and 
considered the Executive response, reviewed the 2008/09 Benefits Improvement Plan 
and endorsed the 2009/10 Benefits Improvement Plan. 
 

3.3 The Audit Commission will undertake an inspection of the Council’s Housing and 
Council Tax Benefit service in May 2010 and this will involve the submission of a self 
assessment in April 2010 prior to the inspection.  The Working Group will reconvene 
in April to look at the self assessment and meet once again when the results of the 
inspection have been published.  The 2010/11 Improvement Plan will also be 
considered at the April meeting and then referred to this Panel which will receive an 
annual update on the Plan to monitor the continued work of the Department. 
 
Review of Highway Maintenance 
 

3.4 This Working Group has been suspended due to the reduction in O&S officer 
resources.  It will re-commence once resources become available. 
 

3.5 The Group has met on three occasions to date.  Having received an introductory 
briefing in respect of highway maintenance at its first meeting, the Working Group 
agreed the scope of the review.  The second meeting of the Working Group featured 
a presentation concerning highway asset management.  At its third meeting the 



 

Working Group received a briefing in respect of the financial and other resources 
given over to highway maintenance, the sufficiency of the current level of investment 
to maintain the quality of the highway asset, whether the Council maximises 
government funding and how the Council’s expenditure compares to other local 
authorities.  The Working Group decided that in times of financial constraint, 
safeguarding the existing highway asset had a higher priority than improving that 
asset and therefore produced an interim report recommending to the Executive, via 
the Overview and Scrutiny Commission, that the proposed reduction of £315,000 on 
highway maintenance be applied instead to highway improvements.  This 
recommendation was supported by the Panel and the Commission and forms part of 
the budget consultation response. 
 
Reading re3 Review 
 

3.6 Reading Borough Council’s Environment Scrutiny Panel has commenced a review of 
the joint re3 private finance initiative contract in respect of waste disposal in the 
boroughs of Reading, Bracknell Forest and Wokingham.  An Overview and Scrutiny 
member from each of Bracknell Forest and Wokingham Councils have been invited to 
attend review meetings on an informal basis and the Chairman of this Panel attended 
a meeting on 4 February 2010 when a report detailing the contract was discussed 
and noted. 

 
 
Background Papers 
 
None 
 
Contact for further information 
 
Richard Beaumont – 01344 352283 
e-mail: richard.beaumont@bracknell-forest.gov.uk 
 
Andrea Carr – 01344 352122 
e-mail: andrea.carr@bracknell-forest.gov.uk 
 
 


